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COUNCIL 

 
MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, BOOTLE 

ON THURSDAY 26TH MARCH, 2009 
 

 
PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Tweed) (in the Chair) 

The Deputy Mayor (Councillor Doran) (Vice Chair) 
 

 Councillors Barber, Bigley, Blackburn, Booth, 
Bradshaw, Brady, Brodie - Browne, Byrom, Cluskey, 
Connell, Cummins, Cuthbertson, Dodd, M Dowd, 
P Dowd, Fairclough, Lord Fearn, M Fearn, Fenton, 
Friel, Gibson, Glover, Griffiths, Gustafson, Hands, 
D Hardy, P Hardy, Hill, Hough, Howe, Ibbs, D Jones, 
T Jones, Kerrigan, Maher, Mahon, C Mainey, 
S Mainey, McGinnity, Moncur, Papworth, Parry, 
Pearson, Platt, Preston, D Rimmer, Roberts, Shaw, 
Storey, Sumner, Tattersall, Veidman, 
Sir Ron Watson, Weavers and Webster 

 
 
90. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Brennan, Byrne, 
Colbert, Larkin, McGuire, Porter, B. Rimmer, Robertson and Tonkiss. 
 
91. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
92. MINUTES  
 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26 February 2009 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 
 
93. MAYOR'S COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Mr. Stan Mercer 
 
The Mayor reported with great sadness that Mr. Stan Mercer - Mayor 
Attendant, had been recently diagnosed with the later stages of 
Leukaemia.  The thoughts of the Council were extended to Stan, his wife 
Sharon and their family. 
 
Mayoral Ball 
 
The Mayor reported that the Mayor of Sefton’s Charity Ball held in the 
Royal Clifton Hotel in Southport on 13 March 2009 had been a resounding 
success and in excess of £4000 was made towards the Mayor’s Charity.  
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He extended his thanks to all those who attended and to those who 
contributed in any way. 
 
Fairtrade Event 
 
The Mayor reported that the Civic and Mayoral Services Section with the 
kind assistance of VMI Ltd had held a “Fairtrade Tasting Session” in the 
Mayor’s Parlour in Southport Town Hall on 26 February 2009.  The event 
was a success with over 60 visitors attending on the day. 
 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 
94. MATTERS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC  
 
The Mayor reported that members of the public had not submitted any 
petitions or questions. 
 

COUNCIL BUSINESS SESSION 
 
95. QUESTIONS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
 
The Council considered a schedule which provided details of the written 
questions submitted by Councillors Papworth, Booth and Shaw to the 
Leader of the Council and by Councillor Shaw to the Cabinet Member - 
Communities together with the written responses from the Leader and 
Cabinet Member. 
 
Councillors Papworth and Shaw put forward a supplementary question to 
the Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for a written response due 
to their absence from the meeting. 
 
96. PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS 2009/10  
 
Further to Minute No. 273 of the Cabinet Meeting held on 26 February 
2009, the Council considered the report of the Legal Director which 
detailed the programme of meetings for the 2009/10 Municipal Year. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Brodie-Browne, seconded by Councillor 
Blackburn and 
 
RESOLVED:   That  
 
(1) the comments of the Cabinet set out in paragraph 2(2) of the report 

relating to the arrangements for Area Committee meetings be 
noted; 

 
(2) the Programme of Meetings for the Council; Regulatory 

Committees; Overview and Scrutiny Committees; Area Committees; 
and Members’ Briefings for 2009/10 as set out in Annexes A, B and 
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C of the report be approved subject to the meeting of the Southport 
Area Committee on 13 May 2009 been revised to 20 May 2009; 

 
(3) the meeting of the Cabinet scheduled to be held on 7 May 2009 be 

rearranged to take place on 14 May 2009; and 
 
(4) subject to (3) above, the Programme of Meetings for Cabinet and 

Cabinet Members, as set out in Annexe D of the report, be noted. 
 
97. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 2008/09  
 
There were no changes made to the membership of Committees. 
 
98. MATTERS DEALT WITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH RULE 16 OF 

THE ACCESS TO INFORMATION PROCEDURE RULES 
(SPECIAL URGENCY) OF THE CONSTITUTION  

 
The Council received a report of the Leader of the Council setting out 
details of those matters dealt with in accordance with Rule 16 of the 
Access to Information Procedure Rules (Special Urgency). 
 
99. MATTERS DEALT WITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH RULE 17 OF 

THE SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES (CALL-IN AND 
URGENCY) OF THE CONSTITUTION  

 
The Council considered a report of the Legal Director setting out details of 
those matters dealt with in accordance with Rule 17 of the Scrutiny 
Procedure Rules (Call-In and Urgency). 
 
100. NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR SIR RON WATSON  
 
It was moved by Councillor Sir Ron Watson and seconded by Councillor 
D. Jones. 
  
“That the Council: 
  
(1) views with concern, proposals to introduce a new level of Council 

Tax for “Nice Neighbourhoods”; 
  
(2) believes that such an increase in Council Tax cannot be justified 

and would be particularly unfair on those communities that have 
made a positive effort to improve their environment; 

  
(3) expresses concern that the only comment from the Government is 

that there are no proposals to introduce such a new tax level “in the 
current Parliament”; 

  
(4) understands that the Government Department concerned has 

already produced a map of each Local Authority Area showing the 
properties likely to be affected and calls for this to be released to 
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Sefton as a matter of urgency in view of the public concern over this 
matter.” 

  
During the debate thereon, Councillor P. Dowd moved a form of wording to 
amend the motion, which was ruled out of order by the Mayor. 
  
Following further debate thereon, the motion was put to the vote and, on a 
show of hands, the Mayor declared the motion was carried by 36 votes to 
20 and it was RESOLVED: 
 
“That the Council: 
  
(1) views with concern, proposals to introduce a new level of Council 

Tax for “Nice Neighbourhoods”; 
  
(2) believes that such an increase in Council Tax cannot be justified 

and would be particularly unfair on those communities that have 
made a positive effort to improve their environment; 

  
(3) expresses concern that the only comment from the Government is 

that there are no proposals to introduce such a new tax level “in the 
current Parliament”; 

  
(4) understands that the Government Department concerned has 

already produced a map of each Local Authority Area showing the 
properties likely to be affected and calls for this to be released to 
Sefton as a matter of urgency in view of the public concern over this 
matter.” 

 
 
 


